
MCHS Principal Message for 3-16-2020  

 

 

Good evening Maverick Nation:  

 

This is Principal Taylor-Simon with a few lengthy announcements: 

 

● Based on the Governor’s new directive for schools to be closed until May 15, we are 
forced to postpone the prom that was originally scheduled for April 18. We will send a 
survey to students to find out if they are interested in having a prom in June. If closures 
continue past June we will have to cancel the prom at that time. We are still holding 
onto hope that we will be able to continue with graduation on May 21 if we are able to 
return to school after May 15. Please do NOT order any additional materials for 
graduation until we have further information closer to that date.  

 
● Many of you have had questions about the high school classes. I’m sure that you have 

heard other school districts state that students are required to continue their work via 
online instruction, but I am proud that Durham Public Schools has taken a firm stance on 
equity and the reality is that so many students in our district do not have access to 
devices and/or technology. We want all of our students across the district to have the 
same access to education. For this reason, per DPS guidelines, teachers cannot provide 
new instruction. Students will NOT be penalized for not turning in new work for high 
school classes.  Our teachers have been communicating with students via Google 
classroom, Canvas and other online platforms to provide them with supplemental 
instruction only. Other supplemental materials have been provided by the DPS 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction and are linked on our website. Parents have 
the option to accelerate or remediate as they see fit. Our teachers will continue to work 
with their classes and provide supplemental materials and practice on concepts 
previously taught. It is important that students continue to review this material and take 
advantage of the resources because although there will not be any state exams, 
teachers may be asked to provide a teacher-made final exam that focuses on what was 
previously taught. If your student does not have technology access, the DPS curriculum 
and instruction resources are being provided via packets at the community feeding sites. 
These sites, times and locations can be found on the DPS website.  

 
● Durham Tech will proceed with online instruction which will begin on Monday, March 

30. The college courses are required and students could put themselves in danger of 
failing if they do not complete their assignments. Please reach out to Mr. Evans 
immediately if your student is struggling with their online college courses. Some 
students are taking college classes that they need to graduate and if they do not pass 
these classes, they will not be able to graduate on time. The school counselor, Mrs. 
Tiffany Brown is reaching out to those students individually if they are enrolled in 
classes that they need to graduate. If you have any questions about graduation 



requirements, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Tiffany Brown, the high school 
counselor.  
 

● Mrs. Brown is still posting information about scholarships and other college resources 
on her counseling blog at mchscounseling.blogspot.com.  

 
● Many students have not scheduled advising appointments with Mr. Evans. The deadline 

to complete advising is March 31. These appointments are necessary to ensure that 
they are registered for Durham Tech in the fall.  
 

● Finally, please remind students to check their Durham Tech emails daily and reply. We 
want to know how they are doing! We really do miss them and we hope everyone is 
taking the necessary precautions to be safe and healthy!  

 
 

 
Thanks for your patience during this time and thanks for being a part of the Middle 
College family.  


